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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MARCOS REPORTS ON ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 

1 . DURING MEETING THIS EVENING (REPORTED SEPTEL) PRESIDENT 
MARCOS WAS CALLED AWAY TO TAKE A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ROMULO, PRESUMABLE IN TRIPOLI. 
MEANWHILE, AMBASSADOR KOKOY ROMUALDEZ REPORTED THAT THE 
NEWS FROM TRIPOLI WAS VERY GOOD, ALTHOUGH LIBYA WAS 

STILL "FOOLING AROUND," AND HE ENTERTAINED US WITH TALES OF 
HIS ABSENTEE TENURE IN PEKING. 

2. MARCOS RETURNED AFTER TWENTY MINUTES TO REPORT THE 
OUTCOME OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE ON THE ISSUE OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES TO BE: (A) CONTINUATION OF THE 
CEASE-FIRE, (B) QUADRIPARTITE MEDIATION, "WHATEVER THAT 
MEANS, AND (C) NO SANCTIONS. HE SAID THE SAUDI ARABIANS 
HAD TAKEN THE POSITION THAT THEY WERE NOT INTERESTED IN 
SANCTIONS, AND THE INDONESIANS HAD SAID THAT IF OTHERS 
WERE TO CUT OFF PETROLEUM SUPPLY TO THE PHILIPPINES, 

INDONESIA WOULD PROVIDE IT. "CAN YOU IMAGINE," MARCOS 
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SAID, "THE MNLF WANTED A SEPARATE ARMY. THAT WE WILL 
NEVER PERMIT, NEVER*" 

3. MARCOS CONCLUDED THAT THE OUTCOME REPORTED FROM 
TRIPOLI "MUST BE CONSIDERED A GOOD THING, AS LONG AS THE 
CEASE-FIRE CONTINUES." HE ADDED THAT HE HAD FLASHED THE 
NEWS TO THE SOUTH WHERE TENSION WAS HIGH. 

4. COMMENT: WE INTERPRET THIS OUTCOME TO MEAN A 
RETURN TO SOME FORM OF DISCUSSIONS, EVEN FORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, ASSUMING THE MNLF FORCES ON THE GROUND GO ALONG. 
MARCOS' EMPHASIS ON DURABILITY OF THE CEASE-FIRE CONFIRMS 
OUR IMPRESSION THAT HE CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT AS LONG 
AS THE CEASE-FIRE HOLDS, HE MAY BE ABLE TO MUDDLE THROUGH 
WITH A COMBINATION OF RHETORIC, MONEY. POLITICAL MANEUVER 
AND MARGINAL CONCESSIONS TO A STAGE WHERE THE PATTERNS 
OF PEACE MAY BE SUFFICIENTLY ESTABLISHED TO EFFECT AN 
ACCEPTABLE MODUS VIVENDI. 

5. IT'S A DELICATE BALANCING ACT PURSUED WITH DETERMINA- 
TION IN THE FACE OF WIDESPREAD SCEPTICISM AND LONG ODDS. 
STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, LIBERATION FRONTS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA07862 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 83-0286 
Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770528/aaaaayku.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 72bbbf8b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2408380 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT MARCOS REPORTS ON ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, PDEV, RP, LY, MNLF, (MARCOS, FERDINAND) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/72bbbf8b-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



